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Our key question for this term continues from Term 1 …  “The power of nature : The nature of power” 
Home activities books: - Home activities books will all be updated by Monday Week 3, with new spelling words, maths activities and a new timetable.  These have a slightly different format this term with more practical activities that the children can do.  Please make sure that they are returned every MONDAY so that new spelling words can be written in and other activities can be updated.  Due to the time consuming nature of this task, if these books are not returned each MONDAY, they may not be updated.   

Spelling:  Children will have 5 words to learn each week that come from the high frequency word list in the back of their book. 

Maths: Discussion questions based on Strand focus and basic facts questions for fast recall of facts will be included in the back of the book.
Reading & Library: - Reading books will be sent home Monday to Thursday every week and a poem on Friday.  I was so impressed last term at everyone’s enthusiasm and commitment to reading at home.  Please continue to encourage the routine of reading each night with your child and signing their Yellow reading log.  Our Library day is Friday.  Children are required to have their glow bag to take their book home. 
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Written Language: - This term we will continue to focus on Personal Experience Writing.
Topic Studies: - Our focus this term is ‘How things grow’.  We will be learning how plants help us, about growth cycles, plant care and be doing some or our own planting in our Room 4 garden plot behind our class.  
News: -   This term we will be following a different format for our news time which is part of our oral language programme.  Each child will be given a day and each week we will change our subject.  Please find below the news groups and a breakdown of our subject for each week until the end of the term.  Wednesday will be a whole class news day and children can share about anything they want.

Week 3 – Personal news.  Bring a photo and share something about yourself.  e.g., at a party, sports events, family, pets etc
Week 4 – Science news. Bring along an experiment, facts about our topic, ‘How things grow’, animal facts, space, water – the list is endless.
Week 5– Book news.  Bring along your favourite book to share, some information about the author and why you like it.

Week 6 – Interesting facts.  Bring along some interesting facts about anything at all. 

Week 7 – Creativity news.  Bring along something that you have made, drawn, built, crafted etc. to share.
Week 8 – Nature news.  Bring along something that you have found from nature.
Week 9 – Newspaper news.  Cut out and bring along a piece of interesting local, NZ or world news.
Week 10 – Free choice news.  Share news on any topic at all
A note will come home each Friday to remind you what news will be coming up in the following week. All this work will be collected and displayed in some form in the classroom, either as books or as wall displays.  We will carry out this type of news for the remainder of the year with the same topics each term.  
School Assemblies

Full School assemblies will be on alternate Friday afternoons from 2.00 – 2.55pm in the hall.  Junior syndicate assemblies are held on Friday mornings (alternate weeks to whole school) at 9.45am. All parents are welcome to attend.

Some housekeeping issues I should mention for the term are:
· Please remember to send lunch orders along in an envelope.

· If your child is away please phone the office on the day, leave a message on the answer phone or let us know prior to the day.

· Naming children’s clothing and belongings is really helpful – we always have a large pile of lost property at the end of each term. Children are responsible for their own belongings in Room 4.

· Also, Please ensure you check your child’s hair on a regular basis for head lice as this can be a real problem.  If your child has long hair, tie it back to reduce the risk of catching head lice.

· Also, if you find any school reading books at home, please return them to school as soon as you can.  Thank you in advance.

E-Mail/Website

If you have e-mail at home it would be great to have your address for fast easy communication purposes. You can also email me at any time for information regarding school or your child’s learning.  catr@oratia.school.nz  Please see the school website for information about what is happening at school or in class. This will be updated regularly. There are also links to a variety of websites that have good maths and literacy games.   www.oratia.school.nz
Parent Help: - The help parents provide in classrooms is always greatly appreciated.  A big thank you to all those parents who helped in our class last term, the children and I enjoy other adult company.  Once again thank you and we really appreciate it!  If you would like to be a parent helper in Room 4 there are many ways you can help.  Please come and see me if you have some spare time or have expertise you would like to share or fill in the form below.  Also come and visit our classroom regularly and see all our fantastic work.  
Dates of importance

Monday 1st June - Queens Birthday Holiday

Thursday 11th June - World Environment Day

Friday 12th June - Arbor Day Assembly

Tuesday 16th June - Parent Conference Day

Monday 22nd June - Life Education Caravan Programme begins
Tuesday 23rd June - Portrait Photos

Friday 3rd July - Last Day of term

Monday 20th July - Term 3 starts

I am really excited about Term 2 with the children and families of Room 4.
We will continue to build a class with a learning environment that we all cherish.

Warm regards

Cat Rowllings - Room 4 Teacher

Parent Helper Form – Room 4  Term 2                                       Name: ___________________________

Please indicate if you would like to be a parent helper and what days and times you would be available.  
  (Please note, if you would like to help occasionally but have a pre-schooler, we would be more than happy to accommodate them.)  
I can help regularly on a…

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9.00 - 10.30
	
	
	
	
	

	10.50- 12.30
	
	
	
	
	

	1.30 - 2.55
	
	
	
	
	


I can help occasionally on a ______________________________________________
Welcome back to Oratia and to Term Two.  


I hope you all had a wonderful Easter and a great break.


This term we have welcomed five new members to our class, 


Marshall, Spencer, Emily, Molly and Bella.








Friday





Michael


Luka


Spencer


Charlotte


Molly








Tuesday





Moana


Hayden W


Brooklyn


Georgia


Bella





Thursday





Zeph


Maclain


Marshall


Tegan


Emily





Monday





Bayley


Hadyn J


Seth


Sophia


Daisy








